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Mrs Driver

Goodness me, what a strange term we have 
had and what a strange year 2020 has been! 

We have all learned how to do things in 
different ways. You have all had to stay in your 
bubbles and stay as far apart from one another 
as possible. I have learned how to hold most 
of my meetings on a computer and I talk to a 
screen more than to real people! 

However, let’s focus on the good things this 
year has brought us: 

For me, it has given me more evenings at 
home with all my evening meetings on the 
computer so I can do them at home! It has re-
awakened my interest in my garden and made 
me enjoy all the time I have spent out there. I 
think all of us have all learned to engage with 
our local community in a better way. We have 
been out for walks in our local area, clapping 
for NHS workers on a Thursday evening and 
getting to know the people living near us 
much better. 

I hope you have all learned to value the 
good things that you have; your family, your 
friends, your teachers and your learning. 

It was so lovely to welcome everyone back 
to school in September and for your teachers 
to be able to teach to a class of children. Our 
attendance has been very good and I am glad 
that you all feel safe in school; that is one of 
the most important things. 

Now suddenly it is Christmas! Yes, it has to 
be a little different this year, but I have heard 
all of you singing ‘Hams and Yams’ so it is still 
a William Ransom Christmas! 

I hope you all have a lovely holiday and that 
you get to spend it with your family. Please 
stay safe, play carefully and remember to 
follow any guidelines we are set. 

Happy Christmas everyone and let’s hope 
2021 is a calmer year for us all! 
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Spotlight on

By Isobel and Sunaina

Miss Swinburne
Miss Swinburne previously worked at Kimpton 

Primary School and before that she used to 
work at Samuel Lucas. 

She came to William Ransom because there was 
a space and she saw how well behaved everyone 
was. Her favourite subjects to teach are PE and 
maths. Her favourite sport to play is netball and as a 
matter of fact she plays netball with Miss Hallahan!                                               

Miss Swinburne has lived in Hitchin for 6 years 
and used to live in Scotland. She doesn’t have any 
children but she has a black and white rescue cat 
called Button. Button was found in a small plastic 
bag as a kitten and he was taken to a rescue centre.

Miss Swinburne would love to go to the seaside-
mainly because of fish and chips! Her favourite 
thing to eat is a Chinese takeaway and a slice of 
chocolate cake. 

Her favourite book to read is Stickman by Julia 
Donaldson and her favourite movie is the Harry 
Potter series. She also has a favourite colour- 
purple! Another interesting fact about Miss 
Swinburne is that she has completed her level 1 
sign language!

Merry Christmas
from the Orbit team

Welcome to the Winter issue of the 
Orbit, written by our new Orbit team.

There’s lots of interesting articles about 
life in school as well as current affairs. 
Don’t forget to enter the competition on 
page 11 and there’s lots of jokes to make 
you laugh too!

We hope you enjoy reading this issue 
and wish you all a Happy Christmas and 
hopefully a more normal 2021!
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Spotlight on

Miss Corcoran
Miss Corcoran teaches Cedar class. She finds 

teaching hard work but fun. 
She used to live in the Republic of Ireland but she 

moved to England and has been here for 5 years. 
Before she came to William Ransom she worked 
for the R.S.P.B (Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds.) 

Her favourite food is chicken burritos. Her 
favourite animal is a honey badger. If she could be 
anything she would be a fashion buyer. She has no 
pets and if she could go anywhere she would go to 
Mexico (mainly for the burritos!) She knows how to 
play the piano and used to do roller skating. She 
likes to eat out at the Granello Lounge because she 
likes the burritos they make! She can speak Irish 
and a bit of French. 

Miss Corcoran recommends the Diary of Anne 
Frank for people to read and shocking news: SHE 
DOESN’T LIKE HARRY POTTER!!!

Her favourite subjects to teach are art and 
science. The thing she likes about William Ransom 
is that all the children are well behaved.By Hridana and Ellie

Ice Monster  
Written by David Walliams
Illustrated by Tony Ross
Category: Fantasy Adventure 
Suitable for ages 6+
This is a story about a young girl called 
Elsie. She was born in the Victorian Times 
and used to live in an orphanage. She 
ran away and now lives on the streets of 
Victorian London.
The outside world can be a scary place 
for little girls like her and it was a big 
adventure for her. In the museum, Elsie 
finds something encased in ice . . .
By Hridana and Ellie
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By Hridana and EllieFestival of Languages was on Friday 23rd 
September. Due to Covid19 it was a bit 
different this year. We did activities in our own 
classes separate from other year groups.

 Each class went to a different country. In 
Hazel and Holly class they learnt how to speak 
a bit of Russian and Kenyan. In Chestnut class 
Miss Hallahan taught us all about Spain. 

We learnt lots of different languages. For 
example here are some different ways to say 
hello:

Swahili for hello is Jambo,

Slovak for hello is Ahoj (ahoy),

Russian for hello is Zdravstvuyte,

Spanish for hello is Hola,

Fijian for hello is Bula.

Festival of Languages
William Ransom celebrate the

Chestnut class learning all 
about Spain.

Being brave and tasting different 
foods from Fiji.

The pumpkin trail was a fun activity 
that took place during the October 
half term. The aim was to locate the 
pumpkins that were around Hitchin and 
to draw the symbols onto a sheet that 
you were given. Everyone really enjoyed 
the experience of exploring the local 
area and some even took part scooting 
or cycling around!

Pumpkin Fun!
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By Isobel and  
Sunaina

On Monday 5th October 
Year 3 visited the famous 
Celtic Harmony! During their 
visit, they were transported 
all the way back to the Stone 
Age. 

After a brief demonstration, which 
consisted of fire lighting they went off 
to forage for food and build shelters. 
They took part in many fun activities 
which included: hunting for woolly 
mammoths, trading goods and even 
making their very own Stone Age soup! 

We interviewed some of the Year Three 
students that took part in the Celtic 
Harmony trip. Here’s what some of them 
had to say: 

Jake said that he really liked hunting 
animals with a stick.

Adella commented that she really 
enjoyed the trip, especially the part 
where they yelled to travel back in 
time to the Stone Age. 

Lily and Esmée also reported that 
they enjoyed the demonstration at 
the start of the trip in which someone 
taught them how to start a fire.

In conclusion, everyone found the 
experience entertaining and would love 
to go back again!

Cool Celtic 
Harmony
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How Coronavirus 
Changed Our Lives

Coronavirus has affected our 
lives deeply. We have had to face 
lockdown, staying away from our 
family and friends. We were trapped 
inside our houses for a whopping 8 
weeks! 

We were only allowed to go out for 
essential things or exercise or shopping. 
Flights had been cancelled and shops had 
a limited number of people allowed in at 
one time. Most clubs even had to stop.

Chain reaction
There has also been something called a 

chain reaction, it means that shops have 
closed and employees have started losing 
their money. Because of that, they can’t 
employ as many people and it goes on and 
on and on.

Are you ready to read the worst news 
EVER! CINEWORLD has CLOSED!!! 45 
thousand people have lost their jobs and 
5 thousand in UK! As no new movies were 
coming and because of Covid 19, nobody 
went to the cinema and that caused 
Cineworld to close for now!We have clear signage around the building. 

We have to follow the arrows and stay 
2 metres apart. There are also lots of 
sanitising stations around the school with 
clear instructions reminding you to wash 
your hands regularly. We all eat in separate 
areas too. Some classes eat in their 
classrooms and some eat in the hall.
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How Coronavirus 
Changed Our Lives

Incredible 
Interviews

By Raghav and Joseph

We have interviewed some 
children in school to find out 

how they are feeling about the 
whole coronavirus situation.

Harry (Year 3):
I am quite sad as school has 
changed in various ways.

Mia (Year 5):
I feel depressed because 

there are no more school trips 
but happy as we can play with 
our own year group instead of 

mixing with others.

Ewan (Year 5):
I feel fine because the reason 

you have to stay off school is to 
keep people safe.

Frankie (Year 6):
I feel weird because we 

haven’t been to school for a very 
long time.

Lily (Year 6):
I have mixed feelings. 

Awkward in different ways 
because the way the school 
functions. Happy because it 

is nice to play with my friends 
again. 

Looking on the bright side
But look on the bright side, YOU got to 

learn some fascinating new skills. We both 
learnt how to bake delicious cakes. Joseph 
learnt to play the piano and Raghav got to 
camp in his garden!

Coronavirus has changed the way our 
school functions and how we learn. Now, 
we have distancing marks, lots of sanitising 
stations, year group bubbles and also, we 
can’t have any whole school assemblies. 

The facts
Covid-19 has affected the Whole Wide 

World! Here are some stats of the cases 
and deaths worldwide! 

The amount of cases are 33.7 million and 
the deaths have got up to 1.01 million! The 
countries with the most cases are: US with 
7.22 million, India with 6.23 million and 
Brazil with 4.78 million! The countries with 
the most deaths 
are: US with 206 
thousand, Brazil 
with 143 thousand 
and India with 97.5 
thousand deaths!

(Information 
correct at time of 
writing)

Each year group 
bubble has their own 
Christmas post box 
this year too.
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Mary Seacole

Marcus Rashford

Mary Seacole was an inspirational black nurse 
and healer who set up ‘The British Hotel’ behind 
the lines during the Crimean war. The British Hotel 
was a place where soldiers could rest and buy hot 
food, drinks and equipment. She saved thousands 
of soldiers and received many medals and praise for 
her work.

She was born on 23rd November 1805, Kingston, 
Jamaica and died on 14th May 1881, Paddington, 
London. She was buried at Saint Mary’s Catholic 
Cemetery, London.

Marcus Rashford plays for Manchester United and 
has started a free school meal campaign saying that 
all children deserve to have free school meals.

As well as playing for Manchester United, Marcus 
has been inspiring a campaign to combat childrens’ 
hunger. When he was younger, his family struggled 
so he has been working to extend the government’s 
free school meals campaign to continue over the 
holidays until Easter 2021, instead of only during 
term time. He has been vocal about his efforts to 
put an end to child food poverty and aims to let the 
government let people have free meals.

Black History Month
Black History month celebrates the 
importance of black people throughout history.

By Isobel and 
Sunaina

Alma Thomas was an African 
American abstract painter. Ash 
class have been creating some 

artwork in a similar style. I’m 
sure you’ll agree it looks very 

effective.
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Snazzy Skills!

Recently the US Presidential Election has 
taken place. 

The candidates were: Donald Trump (the 
current president), Joe Biden (the Democratic 
Party Leader) and Jo Jorgensen (the Libertarian 
Party Leader). 239.2 million were eligible to 
vote but out of those, only 148,922,430 people 
actually voted. Out of them, 50.8% voted for 
Joe Biden and 47.5% for Donald Trump. The 
rest were for Jo Jorgensen. In the end, Joe 
Biden and Kamala Harris ended up winning the 
race to the White House.

On January 20th 2021, Joe Biden will move 
into the White House. Even after it was declared 
that Biden had won, Trump still didn’t concede.                           

Over lockdown, we have all 
learnt a few fascinating fads. We 
interviewed people to see what 
skills they have learnt so here are 
some of them:

Raghav and Joseph learnt how 
to bake scrumptious, delicious 
cakes! Check ‘em out!

Ella and Sunaina have learnt 
some fascinating sewing.

Will has learnt to speak Spanish 
very fluently and flawlessly.

Celia and Frankie learnt how to 
cook some good food.

Nickel learnt how to make some 
awesome origami.

Raghav has learnt how to draw 
some really really cute drawings.

By Joseph 
and Raghav

US Presidential 
Election

Joe Biden



This year Pudsey couldn’t visit 
our school due to Covid-19. 
Instead we had a non-uniform day! 

We raised £571!
Thank you everyone for your 

help and support!

Remembrance day is about 
remembering the people who 
died in World War I and II. It is the 
102nd anniversary of the armistice 
which ended World War I. We sold 
poppies, slap bands and pencils 
and we held a minutes silence in 
school. 
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The Great Fire 
of London Day

Children in Need

Remembrance Day

On Monday 9th November Year One 
had a good time learning about the Great 
Fire of London. They happily started by 
making bread, then watched their houses 
burn. Afterwards, they wrote some diary 
entries and after lunch they made some 
lovely fire pictures. At the end of the day, 
they rebuilt London out of Lego. 

By Hridana 
and Ellie
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Christmas
Crackers!!

Christmas
Competition

Take part in the Christmas competition 
to draw the best jolly Christmas themed 
picture! 

Hand it to your teacher and make 
sure it has your name and class on the 
back! The deadline is Friday 8th January!  
There will be prizes for Reception, KS1 
and KS2!

What happened to the 
man who stole an advent 

calendar?
He got 25 days! What do snowmen have for breakfast?Snowflakes!

What does a dog get for 
Christmas?

A mobile bone!

What does Santa suffer 
from when he gets stuck 

in a chimney?
Claus-trophobia!

What do Santa’s elves 

learn at school?

The elfabet!

What do you call a blind 
deer?

No eye deer!What is the best  

Christmas present?

A broken drum,  

you can’t beat it!
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